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Active Tourism
Community Vibrancy, Economic Development, 
and Sunflower State Adventures 
Wednesday, June 28 2 PM

Speakers:
Jordan Roemerman, Kansas Tourism, Kansas Dept of Commerce
Craig Crossette, City Manager, Sterling, KS
Lelan Dains, Unbound Gravel, Visit Emporia 

Kannapolis State Park, Kansas. Photo Travis Brinck



Webinar Housekeeping 

• This meeting is being recorded

• Turn on closed captions from the menu bar with the 
CC icon. Click and drag captions to preferred location 
on screen.

• Submit questions via the Q & A function or chat

• We’ll send a follow-up email within the next week with 
link to recording and Q & A transcript

• For more information on the Kansas Active 
Transportation Enhancement (KATE), access to 
webinar recordings and other resources, and to sign-
up for future sessions, visit: 
https://www.ksdot.gov/KansasATP.asp

• You can also register for the AT Summit on the KATE 
page or at www.walkbikerollks.com

https://www.ksdot.gov/KansasATP.asp
http://www.walkbikerollks.com/


Walk Bike Roll Virtual Series

Today is the first in a monthly Walk Bike Roll Kansas virtual series. Stay tuned for information on future 
events covering topics such as active tourism, demonstration projects, safety, accessibility, and more!

2:00 PM, 4th Wednesdays (usually!)

July 26th Active Transportation Demonstration Projects 101

August 23rd Active Transportation Planning Toolkit

September 20-22nd In-Person Active Transportation Summit, McPherson

October 25th Increasing Safety for Pedestrians

December 13th Mobility and Access for All

https://www.ksdot.gov/KansasATP.asp

https://www.ksdot.gov/KansasATP.asp


KDOT Staff 
Introductions

Matt Messina, ​
Chief of Multimodal Transportation

Jenny Kramer,

Active Transportation Manager



KDOT 
Toolkit

https://www.ksdot.gov/Assets/wwwksdotorg/
KansasATP/documents/Active_Tourism_Toolkit.pdf

https://www.ksdot.gov/Assets/wwwksdotorg/KansasATP/documents/Active_Tourism_Toolkit.pdf


https://www.ksdot.gov/Assets/wwwksdotorg/KansasATP/documents/Active_Tourism_Toolkit.pdf

https://www.ksdot.gov/Assets/wwwksdotorg/KansasATP/documents/Active_Tourism_Toolkit.pdf




https://www.ksdot.gov/Assets/wwwksdotorg/KansasATP/documents/Active_Tourism_Toolkit.pdf

https://www.ksdot.gov/Assets/wwwksdotorg/KansasATP/documents/Active_Tourism_Toolkit.pdf


Guest Speakers

Jordan Roemerman
Kansas Tourism
Kansas Department of Commerce

Craig Crossette
City Manager
Sterling, KS

Lelan Dains
Unbound Gravel
Visit Emporia



ACTIVE TOURISM



WHO WE ARE

MISSION
• The mission of Kansas Tourism is to inspire travel to and throughout Kansas to maximize the positive impacts

that tourism has on our state and local communities.

VISION
• We will create a better quality of life for all Kansans through a strong travel industry and economy, ensuring

all travelers feel welcome and are provided the resources to create awe-inspiring experiences.

VALUES
• Passionate- We enthusiastically take ownership of our role in the Kansas tourism industry.
• Authentic- We communicate genuinely and effectively with our customers, partners, and each other.
• Inclusive- We support all aspects and places of tourism in Kansas, and find ways to welcome all visitors.
• Innovative- We are open to new ideas, progressive in our thinking, and strategic in our actions.



ACTIVE TOURISM



To view promotional video, please view the Walk Bike Roll meeting recording available at 
https://www.ksdot.gov/KansasATP.asp

https://www.ksdot.gov/KansasATP.asp


To view promotional video, please view the Walk Bike Roll meeting recording available at 
https://www.ksdot.gov/KansasATP.asp

https://www.ksdot.gov/KansasATP.asp


MARKETING 
PLATFORMS



TravelKS.com
The official website of Kansas Tourism

2.68 million
Total pageviews in 2022
(the most highly trafficked year in site history)

1.6 million
Total pageviews in 2023

(on pace to beat last year’s historic traffic)

https://www.travelks.com/


TravelKS.com
The official website of Kansas Tourism

38,734
Views of Top 25 ‘Sports and 

Outdoors’ pages relevant to Active 
Tourism in 2022

93,028
Views of Top 25 ‘Parks and Nature’ 
pages relevant to Active Tourism in 

2022

87,999
Views of Top 30 blogs relevant to 

Active Tourism in 2022

219,716
Views on top pages related to 
active tourism alone in 2022



TRAVEL GUIDE
Kansas’ Official Travel guide

350,000
Copies Distributed

• Direct consumer requests
• Distribution at trade shows
• Polybag with Midwest Living
• Distribution with CTM, Certified 

Folder & Central Brochure 
Distribution



TRAVEL INFO CENTERS
2 State Owned TICs – Greet over 200,000 visitors

26 Community Owned TICs

FREE OPPORTUNITY – Community Brochure Program



TIPS

IF IT’S WORTH DOING, IT’S WORTH PROMOTING.



TIPS

IF WE DON’T KNOW ABOUT IT, WE CAN’T PROMOTE IT.



TIPS

DON’T GET OVERWHELMED. FOCUS ON MAKING 
IMPROVEMENTS ONE AT A TIME.



TIPS

IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS, NEED TO BRAINSTORM, OR WANT TO EDIT 
INFORMATION IN OUR MARKETING PLATFORMS… 

EMAIL ME! MY INBOX IS ALWAYS OPEN!



JORDAN ROEMERMAN
Marketing Manager

Phone: 785-338-6066
Email: jordan.roemerman@ks.gov 



Active Tourism
STERLING, KS
CRAIG R CROSSETTE, CITY MANAGER
#LIFEWELLRUN



Sterling, KS
HOME OF STERLING COLLEGE
POPULATION 2400
CENTRAL KANSAS



Active Lifestyle Opportunities = 

Positive Healthcare outcomes
Community connectedness
Economic Vitality



Promotion



Sterling Lake 
Campground
 Bike Across Kansas
 Trans America Trail
 Camping Amenities
 Park Amenities
 Information Kiosk





Transportation 
Alternative 
Project (KDOT)
 Continuous ½ mile walking 

path.
 Connects College and 

primary pedestrian 
thoroughfare with the Jr./Sr. 
Highschool and newest 
housing development (350 
families)

 How to: Need, Impact Study, 
Bike/Ped Plan, and 
Stakeholder Support. 



Warrior Way Trail (Sunflower 
Foundation)



Funding 
Sources

 KDOT: Transportation Alternatives 
Program($300,000)

 Sunflower Foundation: Trails ($55,000)
 KDHE: Healthy Living ($3,000)
 Kansas Department of Wildlife Parks and 

Tourism: CFAP ($40,000)
 KDOC: HEAL ($75,000)
 KDOC: Attraction Devp Grants ($80,000)
 Community Partnerships (Active Sterling 

Committee) (small awards)



Destination Ecosystem

Businesses, Amenities, and Exhibits



Contact:
Craig R Crossette, City Manager 
ccrossette@sterling-Kansas.com

620-278-3423

mailto:ccrossette@sterling-Kansas.com




PURPOSE
● Develop a unified system of iconic

gravel cycling routes throughout KS

● Kansas to be recognized as the 
premiere gravel cycling destination 
in the world



Connecting People to Place

● Routes must connect people to place 
through stories.

● Geography, History, Attractions, 
etc.

What are your communities stories?



What does a route look like?

● Start / Finish with basic 
amenities:
○ Gas station, place to park, 

cafe, lodging a bonus.

● Consistency
○ Green 10-20 miles
○ Blue 30-50 miles
○ Black 60-80 miles

● Must be on open public roads. 
Can contain bits of pavement to 
connect sections. 

● Looking for 2-3 routes to start 
for a community. 



Where are we today?





What do we need 
from you?

Iconic routes that connect people to place 
through our wonderful stories!

LeLan Dains
lelan@visitemporia.com

620-757-3264





Q&A Session
Lindsborg, KS



Mark your 
Calendars!
www.walkbikerollks.com

http://www.walkbikerollks.com/
http://www.walkbikerollks.com/


Statewide Bike Map: 
https://www.ksdot.gov/bureaus/burRail/bike/ksbicyclemap.asp

https://www.ksdot.gov/bureaus/burRail/bike/ksbicyclemap.asp
https://www.ksdot.gov/bureaus/burRail/bike/ksbicyclemap.asp
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Thank you!
Virtual Walk Bike Roll Virtual Series 
Next Session: July 26 at 2PM
Active Transportation Demonstration Projects
• Jared Tremblay, Flint Hills MPO

• Gregory Newmark, Kansas State University

https://www.ksdot.gov/KansasATP.asp

Walk Bike Roll Active Transportation Summit

September 20-22, 2023  www.walkbikerollks.com

Contact Information: 
Jenny Kramer, Active Transportation Manager
Jenny.Kramer@ks.gov

Matt Messina, Multimodal Transportation Bureau Chief
matthew.messina@ks.gov

https://www.ksdot.gov/KansasATP.asp

https://www.ksdot.gov/KansasATP.asp
http://www.walkbikerollks.com/
mailto:Jenny.Kramer@ks.gov
mailto:matthew.messina@ks.gov
https://www.ksdot.gov/KansasATP.asp
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