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Safe Routes to School in Kansas:

What’s New and How Your 

Community Can Get Started 
Speakers:

Ann Katt, KDOT

Becky Horst King, Moundridge 

Laura Moore & Joan Vitt, Parsons

August 28, 2024



Webinar Housekeeping 

• Submit questions via the Q & A function or chat

• This meeting is being recorded

• We’ll send a follow-up email within the next week 

with link to recording and presentation slides

• For more information on the Kansas Active 

Transportation Enhancement (KATE), access to 

webinar recordings and other resources, and to 

sign-up for future sessions, visit: 

https://www.ksdot.gov/KansasATP.asp 

https://www.ksdot.gov/KansasATP.asp


2024 Webinar Series

Bi-Monthly in 2024

October

Walk Bike Roll Rural: Active Transportation Success Stories from Small 

Kansas Communities

December

Network Gaps and Barriers: Design Strategies and Considerations for 

Roadway, Highway, and Water Crossings



KDOT Staff 
Introductions

Matt Messina, ​

Chief of Multimodal Transportation

Jenny Kramer,

Active Transportation Manager



Our Speakers

Ann Katt

Safe Routes to School Coordinator, KDOT 

SRTS Grant Recipients 

• Becky Horst King, Moundridge

• Laura Moore, Parsons 

• Joan Vitt, Parsons





Safe Routes to School in Kansas: What’s 
New and How Your Community Can Get 

Started 

❑The Year in Review

❑Parsons – 2023-2024 Planning Grant Recipient

❑Moundridge – 2023-2024 Kick Start Grant Recipient

❑What’s Next? 



The Year 
in 

Review



Planning & Programming Grants

Advisory Committee

Communications

What we’ve done over the last year:



Planning & 
Programming 
Grants



Planning Grants



Planning Grant 
Communities



Check out the completed plans at 
saferoutes.ksdot.gov/about-the-program

saferoutes.ksdot.gov/about-the-program


Parsons – Safe Routes to School

• Introductions
• Safe Routes to School 

Advisory Team Members:
Autumn Carson, St. Patrick’s Catholic School Principal 

Becky Dantic, Parsons Area Community Foundation Director 

Sherry Dunlay, Tri-County Special Education Secondary 
Coordinator 

Samantha Graven, Parsons Public Library Director 

Darrell Moyer, City of Parsons Director of Engineering

Lori Ray, USD 503 Superintendent



Who We Are and 
Why We Applied
• Located in Labette County in Southeast 

Kansas with a population of 9,600 
residents. 

• Six school buildings located throughout 
town.

• Three attendance centers for Pre-K-5 
students, a K-8 school, middle school for 
grades 6-8 and high school for grades 9-
12. 

• Over 75% of students receive free or 
reduced lunch.

• Attendance is key to student success 
and doing so safely should be a priority.

• To provide walking, biking, or rolling 
options to all students.



What We Learned

Confirmed:

• Aging infrastructure 

• Don’t have adequate 
signage

• Crosswalk Improvements 
are needed

• Outside perspective is 
healthy

• A few improvements can 
be done immediately



What Surprised Us

• Had crosswalks to no where

• Had crosswalks that didn’t 
line up with the street curb 
cut for the sidewalks

• The need for a parking study 
for the High School

• How easy the SRTS process 
has been



The Best Part of the Final Plan
• Nice detailed plan

• Validation

• Saw a few issues that 
could be implemented 
immediately



Next Steps

• Adopt the SRTS plan

• Work with the Library to host a bike rodeo

• Apply for small mini-grant with the PACF for helmets 
and bike locks

• Facebook Safety Tips for “Back to School” post

• Grant funding for parking study & sidewalk 
improvements

View the final Parsons SRTS Plan here:
https://saferoutes.ksdot.gov/about-the-program 

https://saferoutes.ksdot.gov/about-the-program


Kick Start Grants



Kick Start Grant 
Communities

St. George
• Walk with a Cop
• Pedestrian Safety Lesson
• ~400 students participated

Topeka
• Randolph Elementary Bike 

Train
• Bike rodeo/traffic garden
• Coloring contest

Dighton
• Bike rodeo
• Bike and helmet fit check
• Over 150 students participated

Johnson City
• Transportation safety 

presentation
• Activity books and stickers
• Handed out 50 bike helmets Wichita

• Started the conversation about 
transportation options at Isley 
Elementary

• Handed out over 600 safety 
activity

Mission
• Bike safety event at Rushton 

Elementary
• Participated in the national 

Walk, Bike, Roll to School Event
• 30 students learned how to 

ride!

Moundridge
• Glow walks
• Walking school buses
• Bicycle education event



2023-2024



● Becky King (along with Betsy Davis, 
our spouses, and 5 kids combined)

● Moundridge has a population of 
around 2,000 and a district 
enrollment of 497 students in grades 
preK-12. The entire town sits within 
a 1.5 mile diameter.



● We are passionate about getting 
more people active in walking and 
biking to school and were looking for 
ways to encourage active 
transportation in our community.

● We began leading weekly “Glow 
Walks” in the fall of 2023

● We heard about and attended the 
Alternative Transportation Summit 
in McPherson in September. There 
we heard about the KDOT grants 
and decided to apply in order to 
continue our efforts.



● October-December 2023 we led 
“Glow Walks” every Friday from 
4 meeting locations around 
town

● Jan-May 2024 we led 
First Friday “Glow 
Walks”



Local businesses on our routes 
supported the walks by providing 
treats like Hot Chocolate and 
Donuts



Our largest and by far most enthusiastic group of 
walkers was the Daycare kids, joined by many 
parents, staff, and students who met at the daycare 
and walked with us (including our City Administrator)



A spring Bike Safety event at our 
library included education, free 
helmets, and a bike mechanic to 
check basic bike safety maintenance.



Walk, Bike, 

Roll Blitz

May 8-17





Walk, Bike, Roll Blitz   May 8-17



Blitz Ice Cream Party after school May 17

 Included bicycle pedal power homemade ice cream.



● If you plan, lead, and communicate 
well, they will come!

● Once things work well, community 
members look forward them to continuing

● Parents  & students are interested in walking 

and biking to school but safety is a major concern.

● Planning, communicating, and leading well planned 
events takes a LOT of time…and…it’s totally worth 
it!



● It’s really hard to convince rural cyclists that helmet wearing is 
important. Like REALLY hard!!

● Parents liked riding bike to school with their kids and continued to do 
so throughout and even after the blitz ended.

● The sheer number of bike to school day participants was shocking 
(and a little overwhelming). We had over 75 people participating in 
our Bike Train on May 8th.



● A clear & consistent increase in walking/biking 
to school

● The excitement & desire to participate in events



● We have a $4,000 local grant to continue our SRTS 
efforts.

● Continue monthly walk and bike to school days as 
well as another blitz event at the beginning & end of 
the school year.

● Advocating for pedestrian infrastructure at the city 
level

● We are working with our school to advocate changing 
some parking and drop off formats in favor of 
smoother biking and walking drop off and pick up

● Making  “Safety Incentives” in cooperation with local 
businesses to be handed out by police, teachers, and 
myself when bicyclists are seen wearing helmets.



Advisory 
Committee
• Two meetings
• 17 members
• Representatives from 

schools, KDOT, public health, 
advocacy groups, law 
enforcement, and more!



Communications

Check out the website, become our friend, and sign up for the newsletter at 
saferoutes.ksdot.gov

website Facebook quarterly 
e-newsletter

https://saferoutes.ksdot.gov/


What’s 
Next? 



Strategic Plan Survey and Focus 
Groups

tinyurl.com/KDOT-SRTS-survey


Walk and Roll to School 
Day – October 9th

Register today at 

www.saferoutes.ksdot.gov

https://saferoutes.ksdot.gov/


Stay in the know

Check out the website, become our friend, and sign up for the newsletter at 
saferoutes.ksdot.gov

website Facebook quarterly 
e-newsletter

https://saferoutes.ksdot.gov/


Contact Information: 

Ann Katt , SRTS Coordinator

Ann.Katt@ks.gov

Office: (785) 296-3873

Cell: (785) 220-0413

https://saferoutes.ksdot.gov/

mailto:Ann.Katt@ks.gov
https://saferoutes.ksdot.gov/


Q&A

mailto:becky.horst.king@gmail.com
mailto:lmoore@parsonsks.com
mailto:jvitt@parsonsks.com
mailto:haley.dougherty@ks.gov
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Thank you!
Virtual Walk Bike Roll Virtual Series 

Next Session: Walk Bike Roll Rural: Active 

Transportation Success Stories from 

Small Kansas Communities

October 23 at 2:00 PM

Contact Information: 

Jenny Kramer, Active Transportation Manager

Jenny.Kramer@ks.gov

Matt Messina, Multimodal Transportation Bureau Chief

matthew.messina@ks.gov

https://www.ksdot.gov/KansasATP.asp 

mailto:Jenny.Kramer@ks.gov
mailto:matthew.messina@ks.gov
https://www.ksdot.gov/KansasATP.asp
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